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Contact:  614-273-0811 or www.goba.com, for tour
application and details
or 614-273-0805, for more information about this news
release, or slides, sample stories or interviews in the
coming year

NEWS RELEASE

The Great Ohio Bicycle Adventure Announces 
20th Annual Tour for 2008

Julie Van W inkle, Director of The 20th Annual Great Ohio Bicycle Adventure (GOBA),

announced today that the 2008 tour, June 14-21, will feature the northern section of

Ohio. The expected 3,000 riders will start gathering for the tour on Saturday, June 14,

at the Lorain County Fairgrounds in Wellington.  They will begin cycling on Sunday,

June 15th, covering an average of 50 miles per day, and will overnight in Galion on

Sunday, Mt. Vernon on Monday and Tuesday, Coshocton on Wednesday and

Thursday, and Orrville on Friday, and will return to Wellington on Saturday.

Some of the many attractions featured on this tour include Roscoe Village; Monticello

Canal Boat; world-class bike trails; Amish areas; Historic Woodward Opera House;

Lake Shore Railway; Orrville Toy & Hobby Museum; Johnson-Humrick House

Museum; Orrville Railroad Heritage Museum; Brownella Cottage; Simply Smuckers;

and other historic sites, covered bridges, and nature areas.

The fun-filled week will include the traditional bicycle parade and the gala opening

ceremonies in downtown Wellington, two layover days with bicycling options of 50- or

100-mile loops leading to Zoar Village and quaint Sugarcreek, family-oriented

entertainment each night, options for bus excursions, watching professional bike

races, and the ever-popular GOBA Song Contest.

"To celebrate our 20th Adventure, the towns of northern Ohio are spreading out the

welcome mat and are working to make the 2008 tour an experience that will be long

remembered,” Van Winkle stated. 

This will be the twentieth year for GOBA. The tour is owned and operated by

Columbus Outdoor Pursuits, a non-profit organization, for the benefit of bicycle-related

projects in Ohio. GOBA's long time sponsor is Bob Evans Restaurants, whose

contributions have made the tour possible.  In 2007, 2,400 people from 38 states,

England, Japan, the Virgin Islands, and Canada took part in the tour.  Included in this

number were many families:  typically, nearly 20% of the participants are children

traveling w ith their parents, making GOBA the largest family-oriented bicycle tour in

the world.

Over the past nineteen years GOBA has been instrumental in generating more than $9

million in tourism revenues in the towns along the route, as well as in providing access

to Ohio's rural treasures to people from all over the country.  "GOBA riders are

constantly surprised at what a wonderful state Ohio is for bicycling. Our wonderful

back roads, charming communities, and great parks and historical sites make it perfect

for bicycle touring,” Van Winkle stated.

Those interested in receiving registration information and tour details can request a

brochure by calling 614-273-0811 or by visiting the website at www.goba.com. 

Brochures will also be available in the spring in Ohio Bob Evans Restaurants and

many bicycle shops.  Application deadline is May 14, 2008.
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